
In the early years of Excelsior EMC, the 
Board of Directors saw the need for publish-
ing a newsletter “For the purpose of dissemi-
nating information devoted to the science of 
agriculture, to agricultural cooperation and to 
productive means of exploiting electric ener-
gy, the Board of Directors shall be authorized 
to circulate to the members periodically a 
newsletter… .” At that time, Excelsior EMC had 
just brought power to rural farming commu-
nities and electricity was a new experience. 
The electrical professionals at Excelsior EMC 
would write articles in the newsletter to help 
families utilize new electric appliances and 
farming equipment, safely and effectively. 

Here we are on the 40th year of Line Items 
and Excelsior EMC’s beloved newsletter is still 
mailed to every member’s home each month 
with the same goal of informing and educat-
ing our members. Line Items gives your Co-
operative a platform to share employee hap-
penings, a means to communicate important 
notices and a place to advise members on en-
ergy efficiency. We hope that readers enjoy 
our articles while being informed of current 
electrical topics. Please contact us at sup-
port@excelsioremc.com for any feedback to 
our newsletter or simply give us a call at (912) 
685-2115 or (912) 764-2123.
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THE POWER BEHIND YOUR POWER
As April arrives, it brings with it the showers that produce spring 

flowers. It also signals the beginning of a potentially stormy season 
that can inherently include power outages. While Excelsior EMC 
strives to provide reliable electricity to our members, there are times 
when Mother Nature has other plans. Most folks will seek shelter and 
ride out a storm from the comfort of their homes. However, there is 
a group of highly trained professionals that spring into action when 
the weather takes a turn for the worst – Excelsior EMC linemen. 

Linemen are prepared to face daily situations that are less 
than ideal. They are regularly tasked with resolving intricate and 
hazardous circumstances in perilous conditions. This work requires 
commitment to the job knowing that the fruits of their labor will not 
benefit them, but will benefit the members of Excelsior EMC. When 
our linemen lace up their boots, they understand the dedication they 
must have to safely complete their work in the quickest possible 
way. 

Excelsior EMC linemen are responsible for 3,317 miles of 
power lines that power over 22,500 of our members’ homes and 
businesses. Our linemen are on call 24 hours a day and stand ready 
to to respond to any situation that may arise. When we are alerted 
that a member’s power is out, you can rest assured that a lineman 
will respond to restore power as quickly and safely as possible.   

To recognize the dedication of these brave lineworkers, the month 
of April is set aside as Lineman Appreciation Month. So during the 
month of April, if you see an Excelsior EMC Lineman please pause 
to say thank you to the power behind your power. You can also drop 
a note at either of our offices or comment on our Facebook page 
to show your appreciation. Let them know you appreciate the hard 
work they do to keep the lights on. 

Lineman Eric Woods (right) 
stretches to pull the conductor 
just a little tighter as Apprentice 
Lineman Evan 
Johnson (left) 
prepares to tie 
the conductor 
to the pole 
after the wires 
were torn from 
a power pole.  



Keeping trees and other vegetation a reasonable distance from power 
lines keeps your electric service reliable. Limbs brushing against power 
lines can cause blinks and temporary outages. If limbs that overhang 
power lines are properly managed, you’re also less likely to have a 
prolonged outage when storms come to call. The major cause of storm 
related outages is when ice or wind breaks limbs that bring our lines 
crashing down.

The Cooperative’s ongoing right-of-way program concentrates on 
two separate areas: ground spraying and side cutting. Ground spraying 
consists of spraying underbrush and trees that are underneath the power 
lines. Side cutting, or cutting overhanging limbs from trees without 
removing the entire tree, is done with mechanical trimmers and bucket 
trucks using hydraulic saws. 

Preventing an outage and supplying reliable service are top priorities 
for Excelsior EMC’s right-of-way program. Our right-of-way goals are as 
follows:

•	 Maintaining 15 feet on each side of a single-phase line and 20 feet 
on each side of a multi-phase line.

•	 Ensuring the Cooperative’s electrical system meets safety 
regulations required by the National Electrical Safety Code and the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration. 

•	 Maintaining right-of-way is a never-ending job. Maintaining a four-
year side trimming cycle and a three-year ground-spraying cycle 
yields the best results.

•	 Encouraging all members to take note of where power lines are 
located when planting trees, shrubbery, grapevines or other plants.

We presently have a side-trimming crew finishing up in the Aline 
area. They will move to the Clito Substation later this spring. We also 
have another crew finishing up the Northeast Emanuel Substation near 
Midville. They will move to the Banks Creek Substation near Hopeulikit in 
the next month. 

Beginning in early May and continuing throughout the summer, our 
spraying contract crews will be spraying right-of-way on the Clito, Hwy 
301/I16, and Jimps Substations. We will also be spraying on the Denmark 
Circuit and Arcola Road (Lanes Church area) Circuits out of the Southeast 
Bulloch Substation. We have 965 total miles of power lines to be sprayed 
in these areas in 2020.

We have approximately 2,800 miles of primary line throughout our 
eight-county service area. It takes four years to complete a side-trimming 
cycle and three years for a spraying cycle. With this large amount of right-
of-way to maintain, your cooperation is needed and is greatly appreciated 
as we go about our job of keeping the power on. Please contact our office 
if you have any questions about planting trees or right-of-way in general.
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When your power goes off,

don’t stay in the dark longer

than you have to.  To restore

your power as quickly as

possible, we need your

correct phone number.  Your

phone number is the quickest

way for us to locate your

home or business when you

call to report an outage.

When Your Power Is Off –– Call
(912) 685-2115 or (912) 764-2123
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A coalition of utility stakeholders including Georgia EMC on behalf
of Excelsior EMC and the remaining 41 EMCs in Georgia, Georgia
Power, Georgia Transmission Corporation, Dalton Utilities, the Electric
Cities of Georgia and MEAG Power have announced a $500 reward for
information leading to the arrest and conviction of anyone involved in
metals theft from a utility in Georgia.

The reward, as well as related educational and legislative initiatives,
is one of several meaningful outcomes following a recently held metals
theft stakeholder summit. Viewed as another deterrence measure, it
becomes part of a larger prevention program focusing on cooperation
and coordination between utility stakeholders, local law enforcement,
legislative action to strengthen current laws and a community outreach
program.

To be eligible for the $500 reward, anyone witnessing metals theft
around a utility structure must record license numbers and vehicle
descriptions, then contact a statewide toll-free copper theft hotline at 1-
877-732-8717. The tip must result in an arrest and conviction in order
for a reward to be issued.

The toll-free number is monitored by Georgia Power’s control
center, and calls will be directed to the appropriate utility. At that time,
each utility will be responsible for pursuing tips and leads with their
local law enforcement agencies and prosecuting the crimes to the fullest
extent of the law. If history is any guide, it is estimated there may be one
tip per month that leads to a reward among all utilities combined. 

To promote the reward and encourage tips from the public, a multi-
stakeholder press release, brochure and poster (designed for display at
scrap metal dealers, utility offices, law enforcement agencies, grocery
and convenience stores and other high-visibility areas) are being
developed. These documents will be available soon statewide and will
be distributed in a grass-roots effort to galvanize affected businesses, law
enforcement, media and the public.  We are proud to be your energy
provider.

$500 Metals Theft
Reward Available

2020 Right-of-Way Update

QUICKREAD
The only way to combat vegetation related outages is to keep 

the undergrowth and trees away from the power lines
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Excelsior EMC 
Receives 

Safety Award
Excelsior EMC recently earned a 

“No Lost Time” Safety Award. The 
Cooperative received this “No Lost 
Time” award from Georgia Electric 
Membership Corporation, the statewide 
trade association representing the state’s 
41 EMCs. 

Each month, Excelsior EMC employees 
attend a safety meeting where a safety 
instructor covers topics such as personal 
protective equipment, rescuing injured 
personnel, heat stress awareness, DOT 
flagging procedures, first-aid and 
other safety topics. Employees are 
also reminded of correct procedures 
for working with energized lines and 
methods for ensuring the entire crew 
is aware of the potential dangers at the 
work site and how to respond in case of 
an accident. As always, safety is Excelsior 
EMC’s top priority.

Crew Leader Matt Smith practices a pole top rescue 
during a monthly employee safety meeting.

Excelsior EMC employees practice the proper DOT flagging 
procedures during a monthly employee safety meeting. 
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Notice of Capital Credit  
Assignments for the Year 2019

YOUR CAPITAL CREDITS MAY NOT BE CREDITED AGAINST YOUR BILLING FOR ELECTRIC SERVICE
CAPITAL CREDIT ILLUSTRATION TABLE

YEAR ASSIGNMENT 
FACTOR IF YOUR TOTAL BILLS WERE: $300.00 $600.00 $1,000.00

2019 0.10838975 Patronage Capital Assigned From Excelsior EMC $32.52 $65.03 $108.39

2019 0.02745162 Patronage Capital Assigned From Associated Organizations $ 8.24 $16.47 $27.45

EDITOR’S NOTE – ASSIGNMENTS OF CAPITAL CREDITS IN THIS MANNER MEETS NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 
AND SAVES YOUR COOPERATIVE MANY DOLLARS IN PRINTING AND MAILING COSTS.

Because of the cooperative structure of 
Excelsior EMC and the by-laws under which 
it operates, assignment of capital supplied by 
each member each year must be made and re-
corded on the Cooperative’s books. 

This assignment is made by applying the 
percentage of the Cooperative’s margins (rev-
enues in excess of expenses) to the member’s 
total billing for the year. In addition to this, 
margins are assigned to Excelsior EMC by other 
organizations with which it is associated such 
as Oglethorpe Power Corporation (our whole-
sale power supplier). The percentage assigned 
from these associated organizations is assigned 
to each member each year in the same manner 
as explained above. 

General retirement of capital credits has pre-
viously been made for the years 1938 through 
1950. Currently, capital credits are used by your 
Cooperative for the expansion of general plant 
and facilities. It is in effect, invested in poles, 

wire, transformers, substations and other prop-
erty owned by the Cooperative. This use of cap-
ital credits helps lower the Cooperative’s needs 
for borrowed funds and reduces overall indebt-
edness. 

The assignment factor resulting from 
Excelsior EMC’s margins for the year 2019 for 
all rates is 0.10838975. The assignment factor 
resulting from associated organizations for the 
year 2019 for all rates is 0.02745162. 

Shown in the table below are examples of 
the manner in which your capital credit assign-
ment has been determined. To compute your 
individual assignment, you need only to ap-
ply the assignment factor to the total of your 
power bill (before taxes) for the appropriate 
year. If you have any questions about your capi-
tal credit assignments, or if you would like for 
the Cooperative to compute your assignments 
please call your Cooperative’s office in Metter.


