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TIPS FOR A SAFE HARVEST

Agriculture is the backbone of our country, and our livelihood greatly depends on the crops provided by
American farmers. In addition to being one of the most labor-intensive professions, farming is also considered
one of the most dangerous jobs in the U.S.

The hard work and exhaustive labor are tough but rushing the job to save time can be extremely dangerous--
even deadly--when farming near electrical equipment.

Every year, we see collisions where tractors and other farming equipment accidentally collide with utility poles
and power lines, causing injuries and power outages. These dangerous accidents can be avoided by looking
up and around your surroundings when operating large farm machinery. If you’re preparing for harvest season,
please keep the following safety tips in mind:

¢ Maintain a 10-foot clearance around all utility equipment in all directions.

¢ Use a spotter to maintain safe distances from power lines and other electrical equipment when
working in the field.

* If your equipment makes contact with an energized or downed power line, contact 9-1-1 immediately
and then call Excelsior EMC at 912-685-2115 and remain inside the vehicle until the power line is
de-energized. In case of smoke or fire, exit the cab by jumping out of the cab (feet together and
without touching the equipment and the ground at the same time), and hop away to safety, with
both feet together.

¢ Consider equipment and cargo extensions of your vehicle. Lumber, hay, tree limbs, irrigation pipes and
even bulk materials can conduct electricity, so keep them out of contact with electrical equipment.

September 21-25, 2026 is National Farm Health and Safety Week, but practicing safety on the farm year-round
yields positive results. We hope you never find yourself in a situation where farming equipment contacts power
lines or poles, but if you do, we hope you’ll remember these safety tips.
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When Your Power is Off - Call
(912) 685-2115 or (912) 764-2123

When your power goes off, don’t
stay in the dark longer than you
have to. To restore your power
as quickly as possible, we need
your correct phone number. Your
phone number is the quickest
way for us to locate your home or
business when you call to report
an outage.
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Between
the Lines

Prepared Togetter for Hurricane Seadon

Living in southeast Georgia means we are no strangers to severe weather.
Each hurricane season brings the possibility of strong winds, heavy rain and
widespread power outages. While we hope our communities are spared
from a major storm, at Excelsior EMC, preparation begins long before a
hurricane appears on the forecast.

Our employees work year-round to strengthen and maintain the electric
system. Crews regularly inspect lines and equipment, clear vegetation from
rights-of-way and make improvements designed to increase the reliability
and resiliency of our system. These efforts are important every day, but they
become especially valuable when severe weather strikes.

When a tropical system begins threatening our area, those preparations
intensify. We closely monitor weather forecasts and evaluate the potential
impacts to our service territory. Trucks and equipment are checked and
stocked, materials such as poles, wire and transformers are staged, and
employees are placed on standby. We also communicate with other electric
cooperatives and utility partners to determine what additional resources
may be available if widespread damage is expected.

If a major storm causes significant outages, our goal is to restore power
as safely and efficiently as possible. Crews first address hazards and damage
affecting major portions of the electric system before working their way
toward smaller outages and individual services. Depending on the severity
of the storm, restoration can be a lengthy process, particularly when fallen
trees, flooding and damaged infrastructure make some areas difficult or
unsafe to access.

Just as we prepare our system, we encourage our members to prepare
their homes and families before a storm arrives.

Keep enough food, water, medications and other essential supplies
on hand to last several days. Make sure flashlights, batteries and portable
chargers are readily available, and keep vehicles fueled when severe weather
is approaching. If someone in your household relies on electrically powered
medical equipment, develop a backup plan well in advance of an outage.

Members who own portable generators should also make sure they
understand how to operate them safely. Never operate a generator inside a
home, garage or other enclosed area, and never connect a generator directly
to household wiring without a properly installed transfer device. Improperly
connected generators can send electricity back onto power lines, creating a
potentially deadly hazard for lineworkers and others.

Before a storm, take time to secure outdoor furniture and other loose
objects that could become dangerous in high winds. After the storm passes,
always assume that any downed power line is energized. Stay well away
from it and report it to us as soon as it is safe to do so.

Hurricanes are unpredictable, and no electric system can be completely
protected from the forces of a major storm. What we can control is how well
we prepare and how effectively we respond.

At Excelsior EMC, we take that responsibility seriously. When severe
weather threatens southeast Georgia, our members can know that our
employees are preparing alongside them, ready to respond and working
toward the same goal: keeping our communities safe and getting the lights
back on as quickly and safely as possible.

by
Greg Proctor

President/CEO

Every Member Counts



CAPITAL CREDITS RETURN UPDATE

So far, Excelsior EMC has returned $3,003,116 in capital credits to our members! Returning
capital credits is one of the many ways the cooperative business model works for you. Because
Excelsior EMC is a not-for-profit electric cooperative, margins earned above the cost of
providing electric service are allocated to our members and returned over time as the financial
condition of the cooperative allows.

As we continue returning capital credits, we want to make sure eligible members and former
members receive the money owed to them. You could have capital credits waiting for you!

Visit the Capital Credits page on our website to view the current list of names eligible for a
return. If you find your name on the list, simply follow the instructions on the page to begin the
process of claiming your capital credits.

Take a few minutes to check the list — and consider sharing it with family and friends who
have previously received electric service from Excelsior EMC. You never know who may be
eligible for a return!

New Face. ENERGY EFFICIENCY

JORGE PARRA

Excelsior EMC would
like to welcome Jorge
Parra to the team
as our new IT Help
Desk Technician. Our

September kicks off the
fall shoulder season, when
cooler mornings and milder
evenings often mean you
can give your heating/
cooling system a break.
technological needs Open windows, use ceiling
are ever growing and fans and enjoy the fresh

changing, and Jorge air whenever temperatures
allow.It’salsothepevrfecttimetoschedule

annual HVAC maintenance before colder
weather arrives. Because demand is
typically lower during the fall, heating and

has already proven himself to be
a vital tool for our team. Jorge is a
recent graduate of Metter High School

and will graduate from Ogeechee cooling professionals often have greater
Technical College’s Information availability, making it easier to book an
Technology and Cybersecurity appointment. Regular maintenance can
program next May. We are excited to improve your system’s efficiency, help
see Jorge continue to grow here at prevent unexpected breakdowns and
Excelsior EMC. keep your home comfortable all year long.

S y kSourc:e: Dept. of Energy




Contracted right of way
spraying crews will be
conducting work in the
following areas. You will
find the substation name,
with the specific circuits
listed to the right. A rough
map has been provided to
better help understand

where we are spraying.

This is part of our regular
right of way maintenance.
This will work will carry on

for several months. We
appreciate your patience
and understanding as we
work to keep the lights on!
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Metter Office Hours Changing October 1st

Effective October 1, 2026, the Metter Office will be open
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday-Friday, matching our

Statesboro Office hours.

Our phones will remain available from
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM for your convenience.

Thank you for your understanding!

PERIODICALS POSTAGE
PAID AT
STATESBORO, GA 30458




